FOOD FOR CHILDREN:

An Overview of the Federal Government’s Child Nutrition Programs

WIC 

WIC is a program designed for low-income women and children up to age 5, and known formally as "the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children." Families receive vouchers each month for specific nutritious foods, as well as individual counseling and health care referrals. To qualify, families must be below 185%* of the federal poverty line and must be at risk of nutrition-related health problems. 

Percentage of eligible children participating in CA: 

CA's ranking among the 50 states (1 the best): 

Federal dollars spent in CA:
School Lunch and Breakfast
Schools provide students of all ages with the nutritious meals they need in order to learn, through the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs. Free meals are available to enrolled children who live below 130%* of poverty, while reduced price meals are available for children living between 130 and 185 % of poverty. 

Percentage of eligible children participating in CA:

CA’s ranking among the 50 states (1 the best): 

Federal dollars spent in CA:
Summer Food 

Free lunch is provided to students when school is not in session by schools, non-profit agencies, and recreation programs that participating in the Summer Food Service Program. Students who quality for free or reduced price lunch are eligible. In addition, all children in areas with over 50% of free and reduced price lunch enrollment are eligible for free lunch during the summer. 

Percentage of eligible children participating in CA:

CA’s ranking among the 50 states (1 the best): 

Federal dollars spent in CA:
Child Care Food 

The only program that provides funding for meals served in childcare setting for children up to 13 (and to impaired adults) is the Child and Adult Care Food Program. Certified childcare programs are reimbursed for 2 meals and 1 snack each day, with higher reimbursements for those living at or below 185%* of poverty. 

Percentage of eligible children participating in CA:

CA’s ranking among the 50 states (1 the best): 

Federal dollars spent in CA:
*Poverty Line:
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For more information on children, hunger and nutrition, contact:

